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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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6) |EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 8, 2004 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Casey 
et al. (US 2004/0151 161 A1 , hereinafter "Casey") 

The applied reference has common inventors with the instant application. Based 
upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 
35 U.S.C. 1 02(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) might be overcome either by a 
showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the 
reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the invention 
"by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 
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Regarding claims 1, 10, 16, 17, Casey discloses a method for providing the 
communication of information services between customer premises equipment (CPE 
120) and a source of information services (Control Point 128), comprising: 

providing a demarcation device (108) at the customer's premises, wherein the 
demarcation device defines an interface between an external transport medium that is 
substantially external to the customer's premises and an internal transport medium that 
is substantially internal to the customer's premises (an isolation device serves to isolate 
the external transport medium from the internal transport medium; see paragraphs 25 
and 26); 

establishing a virtual private network (VPN) between the demarcation device and 
source of information services (VPN microserver 291 ; paragraph 90). 

establishing a virtual local area network (paragraph 36 and claim 15). 

Regarding claim 2, 10, microservers 291 are configured to route information sets 
received via transport medium 248 according to the type of telecommunication 
information in the set as well as any addressing information associated with either the 
set or the information it comprises (paragraph 91). 

Regarding claims 3, 5, 18, note use of VLAN tags (paragraphs 36 and claim 15). 

Regarding claims 4, 9, 1 1 , 15, the internal and external transport media can be 
any cable, wire or medium capable of carrying telecommunication information, including 
twisted pair copper wiring, optical fiber, coaxial cable, wireless transmissions 
(paragraph 24). 
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Regarding claims 6-7, 12-13, 19, the service can include voice, data, video, etc. 
on demand (paragraph 40, last sentence). 

Regarding claim 8, 14, 20, note utility monitoring and control (paragraph 83). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mansfield (US 2003/0035523 A1 ) show another interface device 
between a plurality of external lines and a plurality of internal lines. Phillips et al. (US 
2005/0018653 A1 ) show a similar network device. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7512. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Stella L. Woo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



